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The Dual Dueﬂs anc]. Tl’lell Some

By AIIJI'BW Pﬁ}l’ﬂ Ell’ld San(lra B-’:I.(lEIl

Among the most prominent monuments in the
Cortland Rural Cemetery rises the slender spire on
the lot of Charles Holland Duell. To any observer,
it resembles the Was}ling‘ton Monument, and W}.ly
not? For Charles Holland Duell was a political

powerhouse having spent much time in Washington
DC.

First in the line was Rodolphus Holland Duell,
born in Warren, Herkimer County, NY in 1824.
He was the father of Charles Holland Duell. R.
Holland Duell studied law with the Hon. Charles
B. SG&gwicle of Syracuse and commenced his own
practice of law in 1845 in Fabius, NY before moving
to Cortland County in 1848. Among the highlights
of a long career in law and politics, he served as
the elected Cortland County District Attorney from
1850 to 1855, and Cortland County Judge from
1855 to 1859,

Originally 2 Whig, R. Holland Duell was an early
convert to the new Repu]a]ican Party serving as a
delegate to Republican National Conventions in
1856, 1864 and 1868. He was elected to the United
States Congress for four terms, serving from 1859
to 1863 and again from 1871 to 1875. Appointed
the Commissioner of the US Patent Office, he
served from 1875 to 1877. Following his long
political service, he returned to the practice of law
in Cortland, NY where he died on February 11,
1891 and was buried in his Jot in Section U in the
Cortland Rural Cemetery.

R. Holland’s son C}larles Holland Duell, the
monument builder, was born in Cortland in 1850
and graduated from Hamilton College in 1871
and Hamilton College Law School in 1872. He
provicie(], for two Hamilton Collpg‘e SChOlal‘Sl'liPS,
one for a student studying German and another
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for a first year student, which exist to this day.
Entering the practice of law in New York City in
1873 he stayed there until 1880 when he moved
his practice to Syracuse, NY for another 18 years.
Fonowing in his father’s footsteps, he was elected
to office serving in the NY State Assembly from
1878 to 1880 and then was named Commissioner
of Patents from 1898 to 1901. He returned to a
New York City patent law practice from 1891 to
1894 when he was nominated by President Teddy
Roosevelt, and confirmed by the Senate, to a seat
on the US Court of Appeals for the Washington,
DC Circuit in January 1905. Resigning a year and

{Continued on next page)




(Dual Duells Continuecl)

a half later, he again practiced law in New York
City until 1915. He died in Yonkers New York on
January 29, 1920 and is buried adjoining his wife
Harriet in the lot with the impressive Duell
monument in Section C2 in Cortland Rural
Cemetery.

Charles Holland Duell achieved a bit of notoriety
for alle e(ﬂy saying, “Everyt}ling that can be
invented has been invented” while Patent Office
Commissioner. This has turned out to be an urban
myth that was debunked by Samuel Sass in an

article in the “Skeptical Inquirer” magazine in

1989.

Charles Holland Duell had three sons, all Yale
g’ra(luates ] and a number of daugl'xters ) all born in
Syracuse. Son William Duell is buried in his
father's lot in Cortland Rural Cemetery along’ with
his wife Louise. Son Holland Sackett Duell
married into the Charles E. Halliwell family,

rominent in the tobacco in(},ustry, and his
ljeSCen&ants continue to enjoy SOCiaHy prominent

lives in the New York City area.

But it was Charles Holland Duell Jr, who provides
the most fascinating piece of their family history.
He moved from a mundane life as a Syracuse
patent attorney into a career as an ea,rly silent
screen movie producer and agent. His one and
only successfu]l3 client was the legendary star of
stage and silent films Lillian Gish. Besides being
her agent, lawyer and financial advisor, he
aﬂegeﬁly became involved in what would be a
scandalous affair with her that ended not 0111y
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with his wife divorcing’ }lim, but also with a series
of disastrous lawsuits that Duell directed against
Lillian. Gish. While the lawsnits alleged breach
of contract, ke procee(lecl l)y tllreatening to
publicize details of their alleg’e(]. personal
relationship. The outcome of all of these legal
actions initiated by Chatles Holland Duell Jr.,
stretching from 1924 to 1932, was failure on his
part, ieaving' him &isgraCed, disbarred and
insolvent. Lillian Gish, who never married,
continued a prominent acting carcer spanning
'15 years eventually, This long-lived spectacle was
the 1920s version of today’s tabloid scandals. In
1933 he married again and supervised the
manufacturing of his new wife's invention of a
disPensing' container, eventuany returning to
practicing patent law. He died in Virginia in

1954. He is not buried in the Cortland Rural
Cemetery.

“All the world’s a stage, and all the men and
women merely players,” William Shakespeare.
once wrote. In the end, perhaps this saga of the
rifing’ and falling Duell famiﬁr is simply proof
ot it.

How a Cemetery is Funded
We often get asked how the Cemetery is funded.

It's a not-for-profit corporation that raises most
of ity operating revenues I)y the sale of lots, fees
for interments and the installations of markers
and foundations for monuments. We are not part
of any local gdovernment and are not funcle(f l)y
taxes. We have a limited trust fund f’erpetual
Care and Permanent Maintenance) whic provicles
only about 15% of the money we need to operate
every year,

Costs for labor and energy have been rising
substantially. We have been very effective in tryin
to contain our manag‘ea]ale costs, but our real nee
is to develop new sources of revenue and build our
Trust Funds to the point that thej'r lp]:{)v_i(le support

equal to the percentage of the Cemetery lands
aﬁfeady sold. Since 80% of the Cemetery land is
sold, then 80% of the maintenance operating
cost should be coming from Trust Fund revenues.

The Cemetery Foundation has been the
principal source of support for capital items (]ilze
tractors and trees) angiuil&ing maintenance and
improvement.

As a shift in pul)lic usage to cremation has
been occurring, and a. ove-ground interment has
been more desirable, the Cemetery has shifted
to offering both puljlic mausoleum space and
cremation niches. The Cemetery will continue
fo expan& its offerings along those lines along
with seeking’ other new sources of revenue.
Meanwhile, your support is greatly needed and
appreciated.




ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN
REPORTS RESULT

By James Clarlz, Chair

Endowment Campaign

Last yeax the Cortland Rural Cemetery Foundation's
first pui)lic campaign to raise an endowment
g’enerate(l iﬂs, pleclges, and hequests from friends
and foundations to total over $312,000. As
explained to Potential donors in cam aign materials,
this endowment is invested so tﬁat its annual
earnings may be turned over to the cemetery for
maintenance and improvements. The Foundation’s
Board of Directors is g‘rateM to members of the local
community and the cemetery’s extended family who
respon(le(l so quiclzly and generously to its Plea for

help.

As reg’ular readers of this newsletter may 1mow, in
1996 a number of commumnity leaders, concerne
about the deteriorating condition of the cemetery,
created a foundation to accept gi_{ts and ]Jequests and
to solicit funds to he}p maintain this historic asset.
Aunuaﬂy since 'tllen, the Cortland Rural Cemete
Foundation has soug’}lt gifts for speci{ic projects Suéﬁ
as road repair and Chapel renovation.

In 2007 the Trustees asked the Foundation to
undertake a special, imited [-und—raising’ campaign
to create an Endowment Fund to supplement e
cemetery’s small permanent maintenance fund. The
nine volunteers who compose the Foundation Boaxd
accepte& the challenge and piannecl for a campaign
1as{:ing' several months. The campaign Legan in late

Spring 2008.

The Foundation decided that the campaign would
seek pie&ges and g’ifts that could be realized over a
three-years perioa. iven local conditions and
limited resources the Board decided not to spend
momney on professional staff or consultants but to
have its members do most of the work. This position
allowed the Board to inform potenﬁal donors that
ALL prOCee&s would be placac]. in the Endowment
Fund except for the cost of the campaign in the form
of secretarial assistance, postage, printing, and
materials.

The Board initiated a formal {:un(l-raising campaign
soliciting donations from the widest Possﬂ)le onor
base inc u(ling’ in(livi&uals, ])usinesses, foun(lations,
and groups such as neig‘hl)oring Coﬂege faculty and
relatives of those whose remains are in the cemetery’s
care. The Board drafted a document which
professional fund-raisers call a “case statement” to
explain Why the cemetery needed an endowment
fund. It was professionally printed for inclusion in

all mai]ings. The Board held several evening Worlzshops
for the purpose of signing and annotating letters of
solicitation and stuf ing them in envelopes. Over
1,000 letters were mailed. Inquiries were addressed
to a dozen foundations known to make grants in our
redion. Members of both the cemetery’s Board of
Trustees and the foundation’s Board of Directors (and
sometimes their s ouses) made telephone calls to
selected intlividuafs and businesses. Ithaca radio
station WHCU interviewed the campaign chair. A
large banner was erected at the cemetery in an el{ort
to raise pu}alic awareness.

The Trustees and the Directors kicked off the caropaign
with gdenerous ifts and le(lg'es of their own, nearly
matching the §50,000 equest of Charles Gibson,
whose recent death deprivecl the cemetery of one of
its finest Board members. An early pledge of $50,000
from his sister Margaret Gibson gave a huge boost to
the nascent campaign. Several local foundations made
generous gi{-ts, inciu(ling a very eariy one for $25,000.
The largest single gift ($60,000) came from the J.M.
McDonald Foundation whose continuous benevolence
has benefitted so many projects in Cortland County.
In an, Marilyn Barnes, the part-time secretary who
was employecl to open the mail and process the g’i&s,
prepaxe(}. over 150 letters ol aclznowle&gment and
appreciation.

By the end of the campaign g’i'fts and Pleclges totalin
$281,918 had been received. But this is not the eni
of the story. Professional fund-raisers include in their
campaign reports amounts which have been written
into in wills as a consequence of their efforts. With
this approach it is reasonable to include in the
campaign’s total another $30,000 of known new
I)equests which brings the campaign total to over
$3 12,000. The Foundation Board is very g’ratejr.ul for
the support it has received from the Cortland
community.

The Board adopted a conservative investment
approach for the endowment, transferring' funds
gra(],ually from a temporary money market account to
a local investment account Wl’liC]Zl, because of dramatic
changes in the American economy, has yiel&ed
gratiéing results. As of September 30, 2009 the
Board had cleposited $2¢25,000 in the investment
management account. The Septemlner statement
showed a portfo]io value of $Z51 ,086, an increase of
$26,086. The Board has been advised that altlioug’]l
e one can pre(lict preciSely what the new endowment
will generate, its members expect that they will be
able to allocate about $8,000 annually for cemetery
maintenance and improvements.

Bequests are an excellent way to benefit the cemetery.
Friends and relatives are encouraged to consider
inclucling the Cortland Rural Cemetery Foundation
in their wills. . :




Leaving a Legacy

Individuals and families who
are CUnsi(lering the inclusion
of the Cemetery in their wills
should temember to use the
official the
orgamization expressly created
for its support through gifts,
grants, and bequests, the

Cortland Rural Cemetery

Such thoughtful legacies will
continue to be important in
maintaining the functionality
and beauty of this historic

future

name 0£

Cemetery for
generations of Cortland

citizens,

e

Helping Us Now

The Cortland Rural Cemetery
Foundation needs your support in
our eﬂo_rts to maintain roads, plant
trees, repair })uﬂdings and educate
others about our beautiful historic

cemetery.

Last year, while we were involved

'in our endowment campaign, our

operational fund raising was put

on hold.

We need your support. Please
consider using the enclosed

envelope .

Post Office Box 288

Cortland Rural Cemetery Foundation

Cortland, New York 13045-0288






